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they themselves. We noticed that the further west
we got, many more of the men wore chains, probably
on account of the facilities for escape being easier.
Also that, while the ostrogs east of Tomsk are old
and somewhat insecure buildings, those to the west
are nearly all new and substantial-looking,
surrounded by a double guard of cossacks, and
protected in many cases by a brick wall surmounted
with high chevaux de frise. '

We reached Biriousinsk, a town of five thousand
inhabitants, about mid-day on the 3rd of Septem-
ber. Q-old has lately been discovered near here in
large quantities. This event caused some surprise
amongst the gold-workers of Tomsk and Irkoutsk,
for until just lately this district had been looked
upon as almost barren of mineral productions, the
richest gold-fields being situated to the north of the
province of Yeneseisk, Nertchinsk, in the Trans-
Baikal, and Yuz, near the Altai chain, on the borders
of China. The whole of Siberia, however, may be
said to t*eem with the precious mineral, and, as a
Russian once remarked to me, "Where it has not
been found, it has not been looked for ! " Silver,
copper, and iron, are also found in large quantities
in certin districts of Russian Asia, as many as
40,000 Ibs. of the first-named metal being annually
sent from the district of Barnaul, in South-Western
Siberia to Petersburg. On arrival, the silver is
refined, and about three per cent, of gold extracted
from it.

We were not detained long at Birionsinsk, and
after a substantial breakfast of tea and boiled eggs,
took the road again, and by seven o'clock that even-